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SPIIUTU SANOTO ; and he tells us how the service of the Church was directed by rules and Rubrics.
In St. Chrysostoni's time, Omnes unam eandemq; precem concipiebant, and this was not only a public prayer, but a public form; for in that collection of his works set forth by Sir Henry Savile, we find a Liturgy of his own making, which was translated out of the Syriac by Masius, and used generally throughout" all the Greek Churches.
Now, if it should be granted that premeditated prayers are not required by GOD in our private addresses to HIM, yet it is plain from those instances already mentioned, such prayers were always held. necessary in the public services of the Church; and this farther appears by the form prescribed by our SAVIOUR HIMSELF, who, when we pray, commanded us to say, " Our FATHER," &c. and St. Matthew tells us, that HE went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same ivords.
The Apostolical Canons mention some set forms of prayer, both before and after the Communion; and St. Basil and St. Chrysostom before-mentioned, not only composed set form themselves, but they ascribe set Liturgies as having been composed by St. Mark and St. James; and the adversaries to such forms have no other plausible pretence to deny these authorities, but by alleging these Liturgies to be supposititious, which is an answer that may serve upon any occasion to evade an argument, which cannot otherwise be answered.
St. Ambrose and Prosper tell us, there were set forms of prayers used in the Church in their time; and they give the reason for it, ne in diversum intellectum nostro eimgemur arbitrio; and St. Hilary hath this expression on the 66th Psalm, viz: Let those without the Church hear the voice of the people praying within. Now the word praying of the people must signify something more than the bare suffrage Amen; it must import their joint concurrence in the actual performance of the whole duty, which cannot be done but where the prayers are in a set form.
And these are the prayers which Isidore tells us were used in the ancient congregations of the Christians: and it is most certain that such were in use in that great